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Life, Dignity, and Autonomy
Introductory
This  thematic block presents several  studies based on  the  lectures given at 
the summer school Bioethics in Context II: Autonomy, Dignity and Life as 






block  seeks  to  comprehend  life,  dignity,  and  autonomy as  the  terms  refer-
ring to the human individual, its social self-understanding and relationships 
to  fellow  humans,  to  other  living  beings,  and  to  the  environment. Dignity 
and autonomy  are  firmly  established  in  the  predominant  field  of  bioethics 
and have, by popular demand, received global attention, e.g. in the UNESCO 
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